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MISSIONARY NEWS 9-14 

             A family of believers experiencing personal  

             transformation,   Romans 12 

             using their unique gifts,   Ephesians 4 

             to glorify GOD   I Corinthians 10:31 

             and edify others.   I Thessalonians 5:11 

OurVision 
WHAT GOD IS CALLING US TO BE 

Cultivate space for people to experience the  

transforming love of Christ.  

 OurMission 
 WHAT GOD IS CALLING US TO DO 

Pastor Joel continues the series based on Galatians on God’s Will. 

 

February 5 AM ”God’s Will—Spirit-filled Life Inheritance” 

   Galatians 3:10-14; 4:1-7 

  PM “Handling Loss in Life’s Transitions” 

   I Samuel 20:28-42 

 

February 12 AM “God’s Will—Developing Spiritual Strength” 

   Galatians 5:1-6; 16-26 

  PM Small Group Bible Study 

 

February 19 AM God’s Will-Restoring Others: 

   Galatians 6:1-10; 14-16 

  PM “Caught in the Tide of Indecision” 

   James 1:5-8 

 

February 26 AM “A Priestly Blessing” 

   Numbers 6:24-26 

  PM Small Group Bible Study 
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   Our sincere appreciation and thanks to the congregation for their prayers, 
cards, food, telephone calls, visits and texts following my stroke.  A special thank 
you to Pastor Joel and Gary and Lynnette for their visits.  We thank the Lord for 
answered prayers and a caring church that walked with us during that time. 

        Roger and Marlene. 

Brothers and Sisters in Sully, 

Thank you so much for your faithful prayers and financial support for our minis-
try in Zambia. We thank God for you. Your recent gift was a great encourage-
ment to us. We are doing well. The homeschool continues for Jody and our chil-
dren. The 2023 academic year is now underway at Justo Mwale University. We 
thank God for the privilege of serving him here, equipping laborers for His har-
vest fields throughout southern Africa. In 2022, Ryan taught students from seven 
countries in our region: Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Bot-
swana, and Namibia! 

        God bless, Ryan & Jody Faber 
 

We just want to say thank you for your overwhelming support for families and communities experienc-

ing poverty. While much of what is happening in the world today is deeply concerning—like ongoing 

conflict and a growing food crisis—your generosity in 2022 has meant so much to thousands of fami-

lies around the world.  

        World Renew 

 

Sully CRC, 

The Bible League International Ambassadors of the Central Iowa Division are praising God for 
your generous support over the past six months.  By giving over $10,000, the churches of this ar-
ea helped place 2,250 Bibles in various countries around the world. May God be praised and you 
be blessed for your continued support of the Bible League International. 

               I thank my God every time I  

  remember you.  

                        Philippians 1:13  

Offering Schedule 

February 5  Sully Christian School 
 
February 12  The Well 
 
February 19  Benevolence 
 
February 26  Christian Education Encouragement Fund (CEEF) 
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2022 –23 Budget—January 

Category Amount 
Year to Date  

Received 

Year to Date  

Budgeted 

General Fund  

(includes Ministry Share) 
$30,129.43 $270,780.08 $237,426.32 

Missions $  2,878.38 $  22,263.18 $  21,664.00 

Building and Grounds $  2,539.40 $  19,900.40 $  20,000.00 

Total $35,547.21 $312,943.66 $279,090.32 

 

Offerings Received 

 

Date Recipient Amount 

January 1 Lake View Camp $1,661.00 

January 8 Sully Christian School $1,853.00 

January 15 Pregnancy Center of Central Iowa $1,590.00 

January 22 Christian Education Encouragement Fund $1,446.00 

January 29 Justin Van Zee/Amy Hoogeveen $3,188.00 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much… Luke 16:10a  

 

Bethel Mission Ministry:  

January -412 Youth, March -Outreach Committee, May -Care Team , July - Share Your Faith, 

September - Couples for Christ, November - Truth Seekers.  

We are assigned to the second Monday of each of the above months. If your group is unable 

to go in the assigned month, please notify Glenda in the church office (594- 3491) so other 

arrangements can be made.  
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SERVING ONE ANOTHER 

 

Greeting Schedule 

Date Greeters 

February 5 
(N) Rick and Carla Fopma 

(S) Tim & Rindy Vd.Schel 

February 12 
(N) Jeff and Sue Pastoor 

(S) Jaden and Kelly Vos 

February 19 

(Communion) 

(N) Verlan VW/Steve VS 

(S) Loren &  Shawna Fopma 

February 26 
(N) Melvin & Wanda Lanser 

(S) Roger & Caroll Jansen 

March 5 
(N) John & Jacie Kramer 

(S) Steve & Sharon Fopma 

March 12 
(N) Craig & Linda Zylstra 

(S) Stuart & Sheila Pleima 

March 19 
(N) Tyler, Derek, Emily VS 

(S) Merl & Candy Van Zante 

March 26 

(N) Ed & Judy Van Kooten 

(S) Darrell & Angela 

Veenstra 

NOTE:  If you are unable to greet on your assigned Sun-

day, please trade with someone for a different week.  If you 

would like to have your name removed from the greeter 

list, please contact Steve Van Sant. 

Coffee Time Servers 

Date Greeters 

February 6 
Jason and Kallie Van Zee 

Ed and Joyce Dieleman 

February 12 
Wes Van Wyk/Ron De Nooy 

Mike & Marlene Van Soelen 

February 19 
John and Jodi De Berg 

Nathan and Rachel Nikkel 

February 26 
Dwight & Glenda VanderLeest 

Frank and Karen Van Soelen 

March 5 
Kevin & Melanie Van Maanen 

Loren & Shawna Fopma 

...serve one another humbly in love.  Galatians 5:13 

 March 12 
Jud & Pam Vos 

Heather Hastings/Kelsie V Haaften 

 March 19 
Gary and JoAnn Fynaardt 

Mike & Denise Arkema 

March 26 
Clarence & Judy Van Zee 

Dan & Sharla Dunsbergen 

 

Make juice on Saturday so that it has time to chill.  Meet in the 
church basement before the service to set up.  Instructions are 
in the kitchen.  If unable to serve, please trade with someone. 
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Nursery Schedule 

 February 5 

 Linda Menninga 

Lily Vander Leest 

Bethany Kramer 

February 12 

Jen Lowry 

Breckyn Lowry 

Averie Plowman 

February 19 

Karla Vos 

Erica Vos 

Isabelle Vos 

February 26 

Sheila Pleima 

Erika Van Maanen 

Larissa Pleima 

March 5 

Norma/Harlan Beerends 

Abbie De Berg 

Trevor De Berg 

 March 12 

  Jana Van Zante 

 Alexa Van Zante 

 Alicia Fynaardt 

March 19 

Candice Vos 

Adrianna Vos 

Allison Pleima 

March 26 

Jentri Van Wyngarden 

Kara Van Wyk 

Ada Van Wyngarden 

Hayden Lowry 

If you are unable to serve in the nursery on your 

scheduled date, please trade with someone. 

QUILT CREW REPORT 

 

On a snowy January 19,2023,  18 

ladies met in the church basement 

to show their handy work of knotting, 

sewing and piecing together quilts.  

A big thank you to all for the deli-

cious food brought to share and 

keep our energy up!!!!  The day 

went well and 23 quilts were finished 

with several more  ready for the next 

quilt day.  This date has been set for 

March 9, so watch the bulletin for 

more details.  Keith and Darlene 

Struik delivered 55 quilts to Bidwell 

ministries in Des Moines in Decem-

ber.  Another 16 were given to Angel 

Tree ministries  and six for L-S  fam-

ilies.  We pray for all those who re-

ceived our quilts and may the insig-

nia “Jesus Loves You” show them 

that He does care!!!! 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

February 1 Marilyn Jansen 

February 2 Jared Laverman 

February 3 Mary Arkema 

February 7 Verlan Van Wyk 

February 8 Craig Zylstra 

  Stanley Fopma 

February 9 Kody Jansen  

  Alyza Van Wyngarden 

February 11 Barb Hoogeveen  

February 12  Mike Van Soelen 

  Natasha Thaden 

  Tyler Van Soelen 

February 13 Melvin Jansen 

  Linda Zylstra 

February 14 Daryl Menninga 

February 15 Jennifer Lowry 

  Kayla Arkema 

  Jackson Plowman 

  Emma Plowman 

February 16 Roger Zylstra 

  Lynn Wey  

  Doug Van Zee 

  Derek Van Soelen 

  Trevor De Berg 

February 17 Clarence Van Zee 

  Pamela Vos 

February 19 Brian Beyer 

 

 

 

 

February 21  Marlene Bruxvoort 

  Brenda De Nooy 

  Blake Veenstra 

  Ezekiel Vander Leest 

February 23 Mary Fopma 

February 24 Jordon Van Zante 

  Jaden Vos 

  Alexa Dunsbergen 

February 25 Lynnette Christensen 

February 27 Ed Van Kooten 

  Denise Arkema  

February 28 Frank Van Soelen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

February 11 Roger & Marlene Bruxvoort  

February 13 Ron & Nancy Swank  

February 18 Duane & Mary Arkema  

February 20 Ron & Judy Beyer (55) 

February 21 Bob & Marilyn Van Soelen  

February 25 Norm & Betty Schuring  

Rejoice with those who rejoice…  Romans 12:15   

CELEBRATING TOGETHER 
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Rejoice with those who rejoice…  Romans 12:15   

CELEBRATING TOGETHER 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

March 1 Sue Pastoor 

March 3 Kevin Veenstra 

  Karla Vos 

  Emily Van Soelen 

March 6 Lillian Nikkel 

March 8 Marty Vander Molen 

  Bailey Vos 

March 9 Amy Hoogeveen 

  Alexa Van Zante 

March 11 Nellie Zylstra (93) 

March 12 Brennan Veenstra 

  Chloe Vos 

March 14 Jason Lowry 

March 15 Carolyn Zylstra 

  Steve Van Sant 

March 17 Judy Van Kooten 

March 19 Sierra Pleima 

  Katherine Ann Zylstra 

  Hadilyn Faith Lowry 

March 20 Marcille Jansen 

March 21 Alicia Van Kooten 

March 22 Staci Jansen 

March 24 Dustin Veenstra 

March 25 Karson Van Maanen 

March 26 Jeff Pastoor 

  Dan Dunsbergen 

  Shelby Veenstra 

  Nile Vos 

 

March 27 Jamie Van Kooten 

March 28 Colton Jochems  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

March 5 Scott & Rebecca Jochems 

March 7 Kevin & June Veenstra  

March 8 Kevin & Jan Laverman   

March 12 Scott & Vicki Nikkel  

March 24 Daryl & Linda Menninga  

  Kevin and Melanie Van Maanen  

March 25 Monte and Dorian Goodyk (25) 

March 26 Marvin & Myrna Goodyk  

March 27 Mike & Marlene Van Soelen  

March 30 John and Jacie Kramer  

March 31 Lauren & Julie Van Wyk  
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ONE CENTER MANY PIECES 

Eastern + Southern Africa 

building teams, equipping leadership, empowering families | january 2023 

  

 PHOTO: Stella and her friend Malia led the Peace Station in our Advent Walk. It was a beautiful evening cele-

brating the hope that was ushered in with the birth of Jesus. 

 [re] New  Hope 

 

H O P E F U L   A D V E N T   W A L K 

 

Three things we miss at Christmas are family, singing carols in church, and all the Christmas pro-

grams. (We are very ok with sun over snow.) ; ) Carols and programs trigger happy childhood mem-

ories, but they also call us back to the meaning of Christmas when it can so easily be lost. It is a 

common practice for some churches in Johannesburg to take a break over Christmas - meaning 

there is no church the weeks before Christmas to the weeks after the New Year. Not having church 

on Christmas can leave Christmas feeling like just another holiday to brave and spend time with 

family which is not bad in and of itself. Considering Christmas is the fulfillment of promises when 

hope was made flesh, God nudged us to help our church community savor this significant hope to-

gether before we took a break. 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/bbc9569b5b33/prayerletter-10336038?e=7cf757f499
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Taking inspiration from an article Megan read on The Network, our children's church team contextualized River Terrace 
Church's Advent Walk idea for our own setting.  On December 22, we decorated 5 different outdoor stations for intergenera-
tional small groups to experience the 5 weeks of Advent. At each station, led by our teachers, children and youth, we read 
scripture, prayed and did an activity. 
 
At the hope station, each person reflected and wrote how they had experienced a fresh sense of hope in Christ in 2022. Over-
whelmingly, people experienced hope because of how God had provided for them - jobs, family well-being, health and healing. 
At the peace station, people wrote on a dove actions of peace they wanted to commit to. Both kids and adults were all sorts of 
squeals of delight as we rounded up at the Christ station interactively reading the Christmas story with a big shadow theater 
that was made by our children. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO: Megan, Nonhlanhla and Omphile led the Christ station. It was so affirming for 

our teens take on leadership as they helped small groups participate in activities. 

It was encouraging to read the actions of peace - from practical actions like sharing a meal or loving a neighbor to more com-

plex examples of not living in fear even when storms are raging. Choosing to commit to living without fear is massive consider-

ing the current climate in South Africa. Fears are rising as unemployment soars, gender-based violence is a daily reality, prices 

are increasing, and rumors fly about the threat of the national electricity grid collapsing. 

Loadshedding, scheduled electricity outages, have been in full force for a year now. Averaging lights out from 4-10 hours a 

day, it continues to wreak havoc across the country. It is felt in homes, schools, on the roads and throughout the economy. 

While everyone is feeling it, those in agriculture are being impacted significantly at the moment. Recently, poultry farmers had 

to cull 10 million day-old chicks because they are so far behind in slaughtering the grown chickens as the machines rely on 

electricity. The ripple effects are enormous and the stress palpable at the moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 : Photo: Examples of the daily messages alerting to the power status for the day. 

 

https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=db668b65b1&e=7cf757f499
https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=022ace3591&e=7cf757f499
https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=815d1798cc&e=7cf757f499
https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=a6cf545ecd&e=7cf757f499
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If it weren't for Christmas, we wouldn't be able to live out the living hope that is ours through Christ. This good news of great joy 
isn’t just for Christmas plays and cliche carols. It is good news that carries us when lights are off, fears are high and the future 
uncertain. 
  

 

 

H O P E   A N S W E R E D 

 

For years we have been praying for several positions on our team to be filled. We were delighted to see several of our new col-

leagues' work featured in celebration of the 30 new Resonate missionaries. Our team consists of Kenyans, Rwandans, Ugandans, 

Canadians and Americans. The unique perspectives, life experiences and lens in which we see the world represented on our 

team offers a richness to our lives and collective ministries. Having several new colleagues makes us even more excited for our 

upcoming team retreat that will take place in March. It is such a gift when we get to physically be together considering our team is 

spread throughout the region. 

 

H O P E    L E A R N I N G   C E N T E R 

  

We are excited about the new season of learning Amira is about to embark on  - outside of the classroom! Amira has had an infor-

mal autism diagnosis. Her beautiful, differently-wired brain is needing support as she navigates this season of being a young 

adult. God has provided an incredible place for Amira to learn about herself, participate in community, work, and learn what she 

needs to thrive. Relatives Marie and Steve Haney run the Hope Learning Center in Perkasie, PA to support young adults on the 

spectrum. Amira will be moving to Perkasie to participate in the Hope Learning Center. 

Amira and Megan will fly to Iowa on Jan 30 to begin this transition. They will be in Iowa for 10 days to buy a first car for Amira and 

then drive to Perkasie to get settled. We are so thankful for the incredible ways God has provided for Amira and our family through 

this opportunity. 

 

The opportunity in and of itself is enough to give God praise for. Megan ran into Steve and first learned about their work when she 

was in the US in September - how is that for God ordering our steps and ensuring his watchful eye over our needs. We can’t help 

but be in awe beyond this encounter of how God is always weaving people and places and his perfect care. Years ago, Steve’s 

brother was in need of a supportive environment. He came from Pennsylvania to Iowa to live with Grandpa and Grandma Clev-

eringa on their farm. We loved cousin John so much! Fast forward 30 some years, Steve and his family are inviting Amira into 

their supportive community. It brings us to tears to think of the amazing ways God is always looking out for his beloved children. 

 

R E N E W E D    H O P E 

 

While Christmas has passed, the hope that was ushered into the world at Christmas is still on our minds. Kelly Vander Pol wrote 

in a Christmas reflection, “As I saw the ‘hope’ ornament by itself [on the ground], I was reminded that hope is often misplaced, lost 

for a time, or just too difficult to grasp. Hope is here, friends. Hope is here.” Oh how we resonated with the visual that hope can 

feel misplaced, lost and too difficult to grasp. Not only do we get to live in the hope of Jesus, we get to share it with others. 

Thank you for your continued prayers, financial support and encouragement as we share about the living hope in South Africa. 

 

Serving Christ together, 

Mike and Megan 

https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=cafe77fe54&e=7cf757f499
https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=5db13582c0&e=7cf757f499
https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=5db13582c0&e=7cf757f499
https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=61b259ab15&e=7cf757f499
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 PRAYER CORNER 

  

 

GRATITUDE 

• Hope Learning Center: what a blessing to have this new place of support for Amira! 

• Open Doors: Megan has been discerning where to engage kids and parents. God keeps leading her to the school setting - a 

natural place where they are already gathering. A school has welcomed Megan to support their boarding students with a photog-

raphy program. All the details are still falling into place. We are thankful for this open door! 

• New Team Members: Several of our team members are still raising their support. We are so thankful for how God is providing 

for them and for their presence on our team!  We praise God for the diverse gifts on our growing team. 

New Monthly Supporters!!: We were so stoked that new monthly supporters have joined our team! A steady rhythm of monthly 
commitments or annual contributions helps make our work sustainable. If you'd like to join with a one-time or monthly gift, you can 
find more information here. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

South Africa: Morale is low as the country struggles with high unemployment, on-going electricity cuts, water short-

ages, and high rates of gender-based violence. Pray that the church can be a light in the midst of so many 

ongoing struggles. 

New Children's Church Curriculum: Megan recently oriented our children’s church teachers to the Dwell curriculum 

which we will be using this year. Please pray that teachers and our children are blessed by this curriculum as 

we learn about the life of Jesus. 

A Home for the Thekiso's: A family at our church lost their home due to the floods we had in December. The family 

of 4 is currently living on our church property. Our children’s church have been praying with the two children 

that they would find a new home. We would love for you to join us in prayer for their new home and that God 

heals the trauma they experienced as they helplessly watched homes being washed away. 

Mike's PhD: Mike is getting SO close to finishing his PhD. He has a big push to submit in April. Please pray God 

guides his writing and gives him all the needs. 

Megan and Amira's travels:  For safe travels and that Megan has the wisdom in how to support Amira in this transi-

tion.    

Finding a car:  We are still working on find a car! Ideally, we need to purchase, license and insure a car for Amira 

between Feb 1-9. 

Full healing for Megan:  A new cyst was found in November that has been causing a lot of pain. It has started to de-

crease in size. We are trusting God for full healing! 

Amira's transition:  Amira has a big transition ahead of her - new community, new routines, new living space. Please 
pray that God continues to provide for her in this new season of learning. 

https://resonateglobalmission.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9845f31dbf8e06f724a84f7dd&id=93bc68de24&e=7cf757f499
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LIBERIAN CHURCH NEWS 
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103 9th Ave, PO Box 205 

Phone: 641-594-3491 

E-mail: sullycrc@netins.net 

 

SULLY CHRISTIAN 

REFORMED CHURCH  

                           God So Loved the World…. 
There is no greater love than to lay down your life for someone. It means making the other person more 
important than yourself, even if it means death to you and your dreams. Throughout history, people 

who’ve died while protecting others are considered heroes. No words can describe the depth of sacrifice heroes make, 
whether for one person or several. Yet, Jesus laid down His life for all of humanity so that we can have the hope of 

eternal life with Him. That includes you. He died for you. There is no greater act of love. 

This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance: 

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”:-and I am the worst of them. 

I Timothy 1:15 (HCSB) 

Only Jesus has the power to save! His name is the only one in all the world 

That can save anyone. 

Acts 4:12 (CEV) 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 

Who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

Romans 1:16 (ESV) 

S E E  U S  O N  T HE  W E B 

S ul lyc rc . or g  


