
 

August Worship 
December 3 AM—Pastor Ralph Pontier 

  PM—Pastor Ralph Pontier 

December 10 AM—Mr. Scott Roose 

  PM—Small Group Discussion 

December 17 AM—Pastor  Will Verhoef—Communion 

  PM—Candle Light Service 

December 24 AM—Mr. Scott Roose 

  PM—No service 

December 25 AM—Christmas Service—Mr. Scott Roose 

December 31 AM—Mr. Royce Spoelstra 

  PM—Mr. Royce Spoelstra 
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Dates of Interest: 
Communion ... December 17 
Candlelight Serv ....... Dec. 17 
Christmas Serv. ........ Dec. 25 
 

 
Worship  
TIMES 

 

Morning Worship 
9:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 
5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Sully Christian Reformed Church  
 

December  2023 
Vol. 41, No 12  

Fellowship 

     Findings 

 

Cultivate space for people to experience the  
transforming love of Christ.  
 

 OurMission 
 WHAT GOD IS CALLING US TO DO 

      A family of believers experiencing personal  
      transformation,   Romans 12 

      using their unique gifts,   Ephesians 4 

      to glorify GOD   I Corinthians 10:31 

      and edify others.   I Thessalonians 5:11 

OurVision 
WHAT GOD IS CALLING US TO BE 
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Search Committee Update:  
 
The search team is looking forward to 

welcoming Pastor Jack Vanden Heuvel to 

lead us from February 1st through April. 

Keep an eye out in the PPP for a bio of 

Pastor Jack.  

 

We have compiled a new list of candi-

dates and are working our way through 

the profiles and initial contacts.  

 

Please pray for us as we discern, and for 

the candidates as we make contact. 

The congregation is welcome to submit 

names of pastors to consider.  

 Search Committee 

PLEASE NOTE: Under the new council organizational structure, full coun-
cil will no longer be meeting monthly. Council clippings will be provided 
through the Fellowship Findings in the months council meets. 
 

1. Chairman Dale Van Wyk opened the meeting with devotions 

and prayer.  The needs of many in the church and community 

were lifted in prayer.   

 

2. Financial information and reports were reviewed. The gen-

eral fund balance is at about $130,000 with an additional 

$100,000 in an 11 month CD.  

 

3. Communion dates were set for 2024: March 29 (Good Fri-

day), June 16, September 15 and December 15.  

 

4. The Discipleship Committee is planning a dinner with a 

question and answer session related to profession of faith. More 

information will be provided on this soon. 

 

5. The Hospitality Committee provided a report on their work 

over the past 6 months, including several church/community 

meals or potlucks that have taken place and updating the greet-

er and coffee server schedules heading into 2024. 

 

6. Council approved a recommendation from the Building and 

Grounds Committee to make needed repairs to the organ. 

 

7. Representatives from the New Facility Committee joined the 

council to discuss next steps. There will be a congregational 

meeting on December 4 to vote on affirming the concept work 

of the committee and moving forward with setting up a capital 

campaign team to begin raising funds to support the proposed 

funds. We will allow absentee ballots, so the time of discussion 

will occur after the vote. 

 

8. The Search Committee has been in contact with an interim 

pastor candidate. 

 

9. We will hold an Easter Sunrise Service again in 2024. More 

details will be provided as we get closer to the service. 

 

10. Landon Van Zante closed in prayer following the singing of 

“Doxology.” 

 
 

Council 
Clippings 
 

Coffee Servers 

Dec. 3 
Trevor and Jerri Nikkel 

Jaden and Kelly Vos 

Dec. 10 
Stuart and Sheila Pleima 

Ed and Judy Van Kooten 

Dec. 17 
Steve and Sharon Fopma 

John and Jacie Kramer 

Dec. 24 
Jamie & Michelle V Kooten 

Tyler, Derek, Emily, VS 

Jan. 7 
Harlan & Norma Beerends 

Larry & Joan Pleima 

Jan. 14 
Carroll & Marla Fopma 

Zack & Brooke Dunsbergen 

Jan. 21 
Mike VM & Val Nikkel 

Stan Fopma & Loren V Wilt 

Jan. 28 
Dennis & Staci Schut 

Kevin & June Veenstra 

Make juice on Saturday so that it has time to chill.  
Meet in the church basement before the service to 
set up.  Instructions are in the kitchen.  If unable to 
serve, please trade with someone 

 

November 2023 
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Youth News 

April Report 

Category Amount 
Year to Date  

Received 

Year to Date  

Budgeted 

General Fund  

(includes Ministry Share) 
$22,503.47 $170,763.19 $186,684.12 

Missions $  1,597.72 $  11,950.28 $  11,749.98 

Building and Grounds $  1,808.81 $  13,741.35 $  15,000.00 

Total $25,910.00 $196,454.82 $213,434.10 

 

Offerings Received 

 

Date Recipient Amount 

November 5 Joshua Christian Academy $3,083.00 

November 12 Sully Christian School $1,984.00 

November 19 Mobility World Wide (Pet) $2,476.00 

November 23 Thanksgiving Offering $87,162.82 

November 26 Christian Education Encouragement Fund $1,298.00 

December Offering Schedule 

December 3 Bible League 

December 10 Sully Christian School with SCS Envelope Offering 

December 17 AM—Benevolence  PM—412 Youth 

December 24 412 Youth (No Evening Service) 

December 25 Holt International 

December 31 Christian Education Encouragement Fund 
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KIDS PAGE 
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Greeting Schedule

Dec. 3 
(N) Dan and Sharla Dunsbergen 

(S) Kevin and Jared Laverman 

Dec. 10 
(N) Gary and JoAnn Fynaardt 

(S) Ed and Joyce Dieleman 

Dec. 17 
(N) Nolan and Karla Vos 

(S) Tim and Rindy Vander Schel 

Dec. 24 
(N) Kelsi Van Haaften 

(S) Kevin and Melanie Van Maanen 

Dec. 31 
(N) Clarence and Judy Van Zee 

(S) Jud and Pam Vos 

Jan. 7 
(N) Bryce and Donna Arkema 

(S) Randy and Karen Altena 

Jan. 14 
(N) Harris and Darlene Vos 

(S) Bob and Marilyn Van Soelen 

Jan. 21 
(N) Joel and Megan Vos 

(S) Brent and Beth Vander Molen  

Nursery 

Dec. 3 

Heather Zylstra 

Katie Zylstra 

Ali Pleima 

Dec. 10 

Michelle Van Kooten 

Averie Plowman 

Lily Vander Leest 

Dec. 17 
Candlelight 
Service-PM 

Kelly Vos 

Aspen Kramer 

Erica Vos 

PM-Jentri/Aaron V W 

Dec. 24 

Melanie Van Maanen 

Ada Van Wyngarden 

Erika Van Maanen 

Dec. 25 

Pam Vos 

Jud Vos 

Seylah Vos 

Jan 7 

Norma Beerends 

Harlan Beerends 

Alexa Van Zante 

Jan 14 

Linda Zylstra 

Hayden Lowry 

Emma Plowman 

Jan. 21 

Candice Vos 

Annabelle Vos 

Alayna Van Kooten 

 

Jan. 28 

Jana Van Zante 

Bailey Vos 

Noelle Van Zante 

NOTE:  If you are unable to greet on your assigned 
Sunday, please trade with someone for a different 
week.  If you would like to have your name removed 
from the greeter list, please contact Steve Van Sant. 

If unable to serve in the nursery on 
your assigned Sunday, please trade 
with someone on the list. 

Jan. 28 
(N) Kevin and Dawn Plowman 

(S) Doug and Brenda Vos 
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Andand Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

December 2 Judson Vos 

December 3 Randy De Vries 

 Lauren Van Wyk 

December 4 Howard Vander Griend (85) 

 Donna Arkema 

 Adrianna Vos 

December 6 Benjamin Vander Molen 

December 7 Nathan Nikkel 

December 8 Arvin De Nooy 

 Erica Van Soelen 

December 9 JoAnn Fynaardt 

 Averie Plowman 

December 11 Betty Vander Molen (80) 

December 12 Sharon Fopma 

 Bryce Arkema 

December 13 John De Berg 

December 14 Arlyn Van Zante 

December 17 Jan Laverman 

 Neva Lanser 

December 18 Jenice Van Rees  

 Jessa De Vries 

December 19 Tyson De Vries 

December 20 Erika Van Maanen 

December 21 Lily Fynaardt 

December 22 Roger Bruxvoort 

December 23 Seth Fopma 

 Carolyn Vande Voort  

December 25 Ron Beyer 

 Candy Van Zante 

December 26 Wayne Ritter 

December 28 Dennis Schut 

December 29 Kelly Vos 

December 30 Aaron Van Wyngarden 

 

 

Celebrating... 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

December 1 Wes & Cindy Laverman  

December 10 Bob & Jan Pothoven   

December 11 Harris & Darlene Vos  

December 14 Gary & Dena Van Wyk  

December 27 Phil & Barb Hoogeveen  

December 29 Randy & Karen Altena  

  Jason & Kallie Van Zee  

And Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We sincerely 

thank our church families for 

their various acts of thoughtful-

ness and support in the death of 

our mother, Joyce Ver Ploeg.  A 

special thanks to Pastor Jeff 

Knouse for his spiritual love and 

guidance at the hospital and 

also throughout the week.  We 

are so thankful for many friends 

who walked alongside our fami-

ly and gave us strength and 

peace. 

 Rick and Carla Fopma 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

January 2 Betty Schuring 

  Douglas Vos 

  Seyla Vos 

January 5 Isaac Vos 

January 7 Alenna Jansen  

January 8 Charlene Van Maanen 

  Dena Van Wyk (80) 

  Anna Fopma 

January 9 Hudson Dunsbergen 

January 14 Jana Van Zante 

January 15 Brenda Rolffs 

January 18 Connor Dunsbergen 

  Ryan Jansen 

January 20 Carla Fopma 

  Brenda Van Kooten 

January 21 Lynda Slings 

  Clarissa Laverman 

January 22 Kim Vos 

  Breckyn Lowry 

January 23 Brenda Vos 

  Raeann Fopma 

January 24 Ryan Pastoor 

January 25 Ron Swank 

  Wesley Laverman 

  Loren Fopma 

January 27 Landon Van Zante 

January 28 Brent Vander Molen 

  Rachel Nikkel 

January 30 Angela Veenstra 

Celebrating... 

And Anniversaries 

 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

January 2 Alex and Jentri Van Wyngarden  

January 5 Scott and Diane Roose  

January 9 Brennan and Shelby Veenstra 

January 17 Marty and Betty Vander Molen (60) 

January 18 Gary and Lynnette Christensen  

 

 

Birthdays are a new start, a 
fresh beginning and a time to 
pursue new endeavors with 
new goals. Move forward with 
confidence and courage. You 
are a very special person. May 
today and all of your days be 
amazing!  
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Dear friends, 
 
It is about one week before we head to Texas for the holidays.   We are returning two 
weeks earlier than we had intended because of our visa status.   When we return to Ko-
rea in early January, we hope to have a more permanent visa. 

 

Korea has begun to feel like home to us.   We have been welcomed so warmly by 
people both at Grace Christian School and at the church we attend.  We have made 
new friends.   Many of the daily patterns of life that seemed so daunting at first have 
become familiar routines.  We have even learned a few simple phrases in Korean! 

 
Our first three months in Korea have been a whirlwind of activity and learning.  These 
are some of the highlights for each of us: 

 
Jeannie: 
• Teaching English four days a week to a class of seven first and second graders, 

•  

• Designing the curriculum, activities and daily schedule for Little Lambs, the   Grace Christian School kin-
dergarten that will begin in March, 

•  

• Presenting Little Lambs to interested parents at an “open house” event (see photo of “open house” below), 

•  

• Teaching a Little Lambs demonstration class. 

•  
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Joel: 

• Speaking at chapel each Monday and co-teaching a class on missions, 

• Working with the Grace teachers to develop and implement a student code of conduct, 

• Clarifying the vision, mission, and values of Grace and developing budgets and job descrip-
tions, 
Promoting Grace at various events, even an interview on Christian radio! 

  

A couple of weeks ago Joel had the opportunity to preach at two of the Korean language 

services of the church we attend.   On normal Sundays a church member who is also an 
English language teacher sits beside us.  He simultaneously types on his laptop an English 
translation of the entire service.  By viewing the laptop screen, we can fully participate in the 
service. 
  
The Sunday Joel preached we tried an interesting experiment.  Our translator friend prepared 
Korean subtitles for Joel’s entire sermon.   Joel was able to preach in English as he would in a 
church in the US. The congregation was able to follow the sermon through the Korean subtitles 
which were projected on the church screens.  It seems to have worked very well! 
  
As we celebrate American thanksgiving in the next few days, our hearts continue to be over-
whelmed with God’s goodness in giving us this place of ministry in our retirement.   We are so 
grateful for your prayers and financial support. 

 

 

  
 

Praise and Prayer 

  
  

Praise for: 

• The warm welcome we have received in our first three months in Changwon, 

• A successful open house for elementary school and the kindergarten. 
The wonderful Korean donors who are allowing Grace to expand our physical space for the 
next school year (new school year begins in March in Korea!) 

  
Prayer for: 

• Plans to double the enrollment in the elementary school in the new school year and to enroll 
15 students in the kindergarten. 
Strategic planning team that we are launching as we prepare to expand into middle school in 
2025 and even high school in the future. 
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How can you help? 

Most importantly, you can support us in prayer. This is a major move for us into a culture 
that is quite different from that of Nicaragua. Pray that we would be gracious learners of 
culture and language. Pray for our own discipleship as we learn from Korean Christians. 
Pray for the community of  teachers, students, and parents of Grace International School 
as they live out a gospel of grace in a culture of achievement and performance. 

  
You can stay informed. We will be sending out regular prayer letters to keep you in-
formed and to invite your partnership in prayer. (You are on our prayer letter list from our 
previous time work on the field. If you no longer wish to receive these emails, you can un-
subscribe below.) 
  
You can support us financially. This work is not possible without a mission-minded com-
munity. If you wish to partner with us in ministry, you can send your donation to Resonate 
Global Mission one of two ways: 
1. You can send your gift by mail to either of the addresses below. Clearly designate your 
gift for our Resonate fund code: 804233  
United States 1700 28th Street SE Grand Rapids, MI 49508-1407  
Canada 3475 Mainway PO Box 5070, STN LCD 1 Burlington, ON L7R3Y8 

2.   Or you can give online at https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/give-us. Choose 
“Missionaries-Asia” and then “Huyser, Joel and Jeannie.” 

https://crcnapartners.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5e4c516101a25eafb4c3c5001&id=e3103f2a84&e=9e3fb37671
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  Christmas Issue 
 

Dear Boys in the Service: 
 We are sending you the last issue of the Chimes for the year. One more month and we 
will have to write 1953. Where has 1952 gone and what have we accomplished? Has it been a 
year of spiritual progress? 
 
 Five boys have left for the armed services this month. Our service flag is sure filling up. 
We hope that it won’t be too long and we can be adding some discharge emblems. How we 
wish all of you boys could be back with us. 
You will notice we have three new girls on the committee to do the mimeographing of the 
Chimes. We want to thank Grace, Harriet and Adrianna for the work they have done and for 
their faithfulness in always having had the mimeographing done for us whenever we were 
ready for them. 
 
This copy of the Chimes may reach you before Thanksgiving. May we at home as well as you 
boys away form home show a true thanksgiving spirit. God in His great mercy has again 
blessed us with a wonderful rain, the first since September 1. May our thanks not only be lip 
worship, but may it be living a life of gratitude. 
 
 In this month we are also to celebrate the birth of our Blessed Savior. The show win-
dows and counters of the stores are already displaying the Christmas gifts. Each one is trying 
to make their goods as attractive as possible. May we, who know Jesus as our personal Savior 
show to those round about us what He is and means to us and may we display a true Christ-
mas spirit in this Christmas season. I would like to close with this poem. 
 

True Christmas 
We won’t have a Christmas this year, you say,  

For now the children have all gone away; 
And the house is so lonely, so quiet and bare, 

We couldn’t have a Christmas that they didn’t share. 
We won’t have a Christmas this year, you sigh 

For Christmas means things that money must buy; 
Misfortune and illness have robbed us, we fear, 

Of the things that we’d need to make Christmas this year. 
We won’t have a Christmas this year, you weep, 

For a loved one is gone, and our grief is too deep; 
It will be a long time before our hearts heal, 
And the spirit of Christmas again we can feel. 
But if you lose Christmas when troubles befall, 

You never have really had Christmas at all; 
For once you have had it, it cannot depart, 

When you learn that true Christmas means Christ in your heart. 
 

We leave you in the care of our heavenly Father. 
 
Typists:    The Committee:  Mrs. Reink Zylstra 
Miss Mary Lou Zylstra  Miss Doris Jansen Mrs. John H. Jansen 
Miss Revena Zylstra  Miss Erma Vos  Mrs. Dick Vos 
Mrs. William Nikkel  Miss Bertha Zylstra Mrs. Lou Van Wyk 

FROM THE ARCHIVES... 
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Bernard Van Zante, in Greenland, writes… 

 

   I was quite relieved when I had my last chimes letter written, 

Thinking that it would be quite a while before I had to write 

my next one.  I was quite shocked as I looked at the calendar 

today  to find it was so close to the fifteenth.  I agree with 

Rev. Geels when he said it was nice to know what day the 

Chimes will be typed so we can wait until the last minutes 

to write our letters. 

 

 We have been having some rather rainy weather lately. This 

morning I saw the first snow since I came here. There is quite  

a layer up on the mountains.  I think it will suit everyone here 

just fine if it stays up there. We can certainly feel winter 

coming on as it gets quite cold out at night. Last week it 

froze ice several nights. The nights are getting a lot longer  

now. It gets dark around 8:30 and doesn’t get light till around 4:30 in the morning. 

  

 Our working hours are quite a bit shorter also since the last time I wrote. Since we got more 

men in we started working eight hour shifts. At present I’m working, or maybe I should say, 

I’m at the hanger from four in the afternoon till midnight. Most of the time is spent around the 

coffee table, unless a plane happens to come in. Next week I’ll start working at eight in the 

morning and will work until four in the afternoon. I’ll work that shift for two weeks. 

 

 We had quite a scare Friday night. Our C-47 plane which we had received just the week be-

fore went for its first flight to a base in Southern Greenland Friday morning. It was around 

eight pm Friday night when we received the call that they had lost all contact with that plane 

and the last they heard of it were distress signals.  Air Sea Rescue planes were alerted to start 

search in the morning. On Saturday morning they found the plane on the Southwestern part of 

Greenland. It had landed on an Eskimo cemetery. We haven’t heard yet how badly the plane 

was damaged. The crew members are all alright. They were picked up Sunday morning by a 

Danish plane and will be returned to this base as soon as weather permits. 

 

 Our food here is pretty good although I haven’t heard anyone brag about the powdered milk 

we get. That problem should be solved soon though, for we are getting a mechanical cow 

here. Just what kind of an animal that will be, I don’t know, but from the looks of the building 

that it has to go in it must be quite large. It sounds pretty good, but if I were you farmers I 

wouldn’t get rid of your dairy cows just yet. I think it will be pretty hard to beat fresh milk. 

 

Last week our chaplain arrived here. He is a Catholic Chaplain, and is also conducting the 

protestant services. I can’t comment on him too much since I have heard him just once. 

  

 Last week we were given our artic clothing for the winter. From the looks of it all we should-

n’t have to suffer much cold this winter. The weather forecasters are predicting weather down 

to fifty below this winter. 

 

 Well, it is almost time to go to work, so until next month I’ll say goodbye and may God bless 

you all. 

   Bernard Eldon  
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SULLY CHRISTIAN 

REFORMED CHURCH  

103 9th Ave, PO Box 205 
Sully, IA  50251 

Phone: 641-594-3491 

E-mail: sullycrc@netins.net 

S E E  U S  O N  T HE  W E B 
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